

















Winter/Spring 2008

Green-Rainbow News

Local Elections, continued from page 1

who would have otherwise stayed home.
Her run for Worcester city government
and her numerous union endorsements
demonstrated her commitment to
grassroots democracy and digging in
locally to build from the ground up.

Finally, in Holyoke’s Ward 3, Rick
Purcell’s run for city council drew a strong
base of support, earning 33 percent in
his first attempt at local office. While
Purcell was defeated by a 2-to-1 count, he
attracted large numbers of volunteers to his
campaign and secured an important union
endorsement. His relentless advocacy for
Holyoke gave voters a “true and relentless
voice” in the election.

“Many members of the Green-Rainbow
Party would like to focus more on local
campaigns” noted party co-chair Merelice,
of Brookline. “So we are particularly proud
of the party members who were candidates
in well-run grassroots campaigns for

municipal office last fall. The winners join
a number of Green-Rainbow members who
won office in Town elections in the spring.”

“We are especially pleased by the ability
of our candidates to reach across party
lines and speak to the issues of every voter
regardless of party affiliation,” said party
co-chair Nat Fortune, of Whately. “Most of
the votes received by our candidates came
from people who are not yet members of
our party, and many of those were voting
for Green-Rainbow candidates for the very
first time.”

Green-Rainbow co-chairs offered
thanks and congratulations to all of last
year’s candidates. “We are proud of all
our candidates: they offer deep insights,
bold visions, and a tenacious dedication
to their communities. The number of
Green-Rainbows holding elected office will
continue to grow. We are pleased by our
success at the local level and are ready to
govern at the state level as well.”

Fundraise with ink
cartridge recycling

Mid-December we received an inspiring
email from GRP member Tom Flittie. He
mentioned a little fundraising specialty
he wanted to make available to GRP. It’s
nothing big, but it’s steady and has the
potential to be significant if enough people
participate. Tom suggests we recycle inkjet
cartridges to benefit the GRP.

An Ambherst resident, Tom came up
with the idea when he became fundraising
chair of his daughter’s elementary school
eight years ago. “By organizing families
and businesses to participate, we ultimately
brought in over two thousand dollars
annually.”

Different recyclers offer different
amounts depending on the cartridge, a few
are worth nothing, but in general they will
bring in $1-$3 each.

Although not intending to set up a full-
fledged GRP recycling program, Tom is

offering his knowledge and connections to
recycle whatever cartridges GRP members
“get into his hands.” The plan is for GRP
members who wish to participate to save,
collect, and pass on the empty cartridges
to Tom, who will recycle them for cash,
“100% of which will go into the GRP
treasury.”

How will the plan work? Collect
as many cartridges as you can and
deliver them to your state committee
representative. At the first following
meeting, your representative will pass the
cartridges to a Hampshire or Franklin
County colleague living near Amherst,
who will get them to Tom. Tom prefers the
cartridges not be mailed to him, to save
overall costs. On hearing of the plan, GRP
co-chair and Franklin County resident
Nat Fortune agreed to be the initial go-
between.

it’s the whole of what’s in our hearts
there is never an absence in one’s mind
where there is love for all humankind
the task for all of us is to be true

to all in need in what we do

bringing out the best of me
can inspire others to want to be we

Mel King, August 2007

the green-rainbow’s rainbow

the health of the rainbow is more than the parts

spreading the belief we can build a better way
we can make it happen with our actions each day
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Grace Ross, continued from page 6

cover for the wealthy and corporations who
continue to pay less) while receiving less
services.

I rallied my supporters at our election
night party, reminding them that even had
I won, I still would have needed our team
to work together to create the power on the
ground to accomplish things. Without my
elected leadership, that remains the case
and I am working to continue to leverage
my role to implement those wonderful
plans and address the critical issues facing
Worcester and Massachusetts, including:

= The sub-prime lending crisis,

=  Municipal savings including $3
million in savings for the school
budget,

= Greening Worcester as a model and

working to protect our riverways and
improve our health

= Continuing to support local Latino
and African American communities
and leaders,

= Fighting for locally owned businesses
and policies to assist them financially
in the future,

= Working to continue to build labor
power and decent job policies,

*  More successfully networking,
advertising and supporting Worcester’s
wonderful cultural diversity, events
and activities,

= Working with others for CORI reform,
protecting expiring use properties and
working to institute universal design,
= Containing healthcare costs through
covering everyone in one genuinely
affordable system.
The work goes on. I am not going away
and I hope you are not either. Change is
ours if we grasp it!

Build the Green-Rainbow
Party with your $$$ and

your time!

by Wanda Boeke, GRP Fundraising Director

According to the National Priorities
Project, Massachusetts taxpayers paid
$12.9 billion in 2007 toward the Iraq
occupation. The figure is staggering. Per
capita, you and I spent $2,015.63* last year
to create inexcusable misery at gunpoint.

I'm sure we would agree that those
$12.9 billion would have gone a long way in
reconstructing the ravaged Gulf Coast and
bringing the Katrina diaspora home.

Our $2,015.63 could also have been
better spent here in Massachusetts
providing over 20 thousand homes with
renewable electricity, or building over 44
thousand affordable housing units, or
providing 4.7 million children with health
care or 1.5 million of them with Head Start
places.

A typical Massachusetts CEO, reports
Boston Magazine, makes 458 times more
than the typical Bay State worker, 1.5 times
the national average (a comforting 300
to 1). The state’s minimum wage is now
$8 per hour, but you need to earn at least
$22.40 for a two-bedroom apartment.

The cost of living in Boston is 240% the
national average according to Rent.com.

These figures reflect the fact that from
the White House and Congress down
to our state legislature our political
representatives are not inclined to improve
the lives of the everyday people behind
these figures.

Improving the lives of the people of
Massachusetts is the explicit purpose of the
Green-Rainbow Party. Our work is cut out
for us on many fronts, and you can do a lot
to help.

You can help especially during this
presidential election year. The Green-
Rainbow Party is working hard to increase
awareness of our presidential candidates
and their plans to end the Iraq occupation,
cut military spending in half, dismantle
bases and warheads, and ensure that our
tax dollars are allocated in ways that reflect
responsible priorities and bring tangible
improvement to the lives of all, at home
and abroad.

You can help beyond this election year
to increase the profile of our statewide,
regional, and municipal candidates so the
public will start equating Green-Rainbow
with genuine social, environmental, and
fiscal responsibility, equitable spending,
and new workable approaches to old
problems.

You can help to stand beside low-

income residents in cities like Springfield,
where the per capita income barely tops
$15,000 and where a shameful 23.1% of the
population lives below the poverty line.
And you can help to promote our support
for small local farmers and sustainable
practices. About 6,000 farmers and 5,000
farms remain in Massachusetts, with just
2% producing certified organic foods.

When, across the U.S., 30% of our
natural resources have been squandered
during the past 50 years, only 4% of our
forests remain standing, 4 billion tons of
toxic chemicals are dumped or burned
with little accountability every year, 40%
of our water is undrinkable, the Green-
Rainbow Party and its sister parties across
the country deserve your support as a
timely and necessary political voice not
just for everyday people, but for the earth
that makes life possible at all.

Time is running out, while there are
workable ideas in abundance to turn so
much around.

Please take this opportunity to
volunteer or donate now.

* Consider donating to the GRP the
equivalent of 5% of the per capita Iraq
occupation tax.

Sources: National Priorities Project,
USDA, Boston Magazine, Rent.com,
Western New England College, (Springfield
Planning Department), GPUS 2004
platform, Tides Foundation & Funders
Workgroup for Sustainable Production and
Consumption.

DONATIONS (see form on Page 8)
Checks payable to:
Green-Rainbow Party Federal Fund

Mail checks to:
Attention: Treasurer
Green-Rainbow Party
P.O. Box 440353
Somerville, MA 02144-0004

Or online at:
<www.green-rainbow.org/contrib.html>

VOLUNTEERING

Membership, Diversity, and Volunteer
Recruitment Committee, Jamie O’Keefe:
<Membership.Director@green-rainbow.
org>. Or online at:
<www.green-rainbow.org/volunteer.htmI>

PLEASE BE A SUSTAINER OF THE GREEN-RAINBOW PARTY

Since you believe in the Party that works to

SUSTAIN...

Our planet...

People’s health and economic well-being...

Fairness and equality...

And Peace in our world and our hearts...

...Please consider helping to sustain the Green-Rainbow Party.

Being a sustainer means giving a regular monthly donation. You can do that in one of

three simple ways:

= go to <www.green-rainbow.org/contrib.html> to use your credit card

= use the form at the bottom of page 8 to sign up TODAY

= if you have online banking, set up a recurring payment there
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JARED BALL

Withdrew his campaign in support
of Cynthia McKinney

For more information: <www.jaredball.
com>

RALPH NADER

Draft candidate for Green Party
nomination

“Isn’t it interesting there’s a push to ban
the desecration of the flag, but not the
desecration of the Constitution?”

Background

Ralph Nader has been called one of
America’s most effective social critics.

He also has been called everything from
Muckraker to Consumer Crusader to
Public Defender. His documented criticism
of government and industry has had
widespread effect on public awareness
and bureaucratic power. He is the “U.S.s
toughest customer” as Time magazine
noted. His inspiration and example

have galvanized a whole population of
consumer advocates, citizen activists,
and public interest lawyers who in turn
have established their own organizations
throughout the country.

In his career as consumer advocate he
founded many organizations including the
Center for Study of Responsive Law, the
Public Interest Research Group (PIRG),
the Center for Auto Safety, Public Citizen,
Clean Water Action Project, the Disability
Rights Center, the Pension Rights Center,
the Project for Corporate Responsibility
and The Multinational Monitor.

“Draft Nader” statement

Ralph Nader’s name recognition,
media presence, organizational capacity,
qualifications, and accomplishments
nationally and locally make him the
strongest Green candidate to retain
ballot access for the Green-Rainbow
Party with at least 3% of the statewide
vote. Nader will spearhead an electoral
insurgency against the Iraq war, global
warming, and the corporate-sponsored
assault on constitutional rights, unions,
and job and pension security. Nader
will push Medicare-style health care
for all, affordable housing, efficient
transportation, and renewable energy.
In Massachusetts, Nader organized the
Massachusetts PIRGs, Harvard Law
Alumni Appleseed Foundation, and helped
save Fenway Park and stop new nuclear
power plants.

O Monthly Sustainer: $__

First

For more information: <www.
draftnader.org>

ELAINE BROWN

Withdrew her campaign and
resigned from Green Party

For more information: <www.
elainebrown.org>

KAT SWIFT

“The youth will be our leaders one day.”

Background

Texas State Green Party co-chairman,
progressive activist and former newspaper
credit manager. Born in Louisiana on
June 6, 1973, educated at Mount Holyoke
College, she is just barely old enough to be
eligible to serve as president if elected. swift
ran for San Antonio City Council in 2007
(received 29.5 percent of the vote). She
seeks to overhaul the U.S. voting system
(advocates NOTA “none of the above”
reform); would mandate a federal “living
wage”; calls for International Criminal
Court to try the current administration for
war crimes; advocates social policies based
on egalitarianism; and a moratorium on
the use of the death penalty.

Statement

Yes, we youth will become your leaders,
and may we do the job so all people will
have what they need to be free and safe to
pursue and have equal access to education,
health care and democracy—dreams that
began before my day. We need to create
the educated populace that the owning
class really would rather stay forever too
busy or apathetic to bother trying to unseat
their hold on power. My journey to find
justice has led me to be a candidate to work
towards creating such a world.

For more information: <www.
bexargreens.org/katforprez>

CYNTHIA MCKINNEY

“I firmly believe that the crisis facing our
country today is such that we now have to
do some things we’ve never done before in
order to have some things we’ve never had
before.”

Background

Cynthia McKinney served 12 years in
the United States Congress. She authored
legislation that would have: eliminated
federal subsidies for corporations taking
jobs overseas; instituted a national livable

O registered as a Green-Rainbow voter in Massachusetts, or
O paying dues and am registered as Unenrolled in Massachusetts, or
O paying dues and am not registered to vote.
O Save postage! Send my future newsletters via email.
O Please contact me. I am interested in volunteering with a local GRP chapter.

Middle

Address

wage; repealed the Military Tribunals Act;
eliminated the use of depleted uranium
weapons; and impeached Bush, Cheney,
and Rice. McKinney successfully extended
Agent Orange benefits an additional 25
years and authorized the USDA disparity
study that demonstrated government
discrimination against minority farmers.

Statement

I am entering this process because I
believe a successful Green Party campaign
can do the following:

= Institutionalize the Green Party as a
meaningful, effective, and permanent
part of the United States’ political
landscape;

= Popularize and grow the Green Party
as an electoral/social vehicle to unite
people across socio-economic lines
that are often used to divide;

= Recognize and publicize the
internationalization of problems facing
average households across our nation;

= Inject radical common sense solutions
into our national political debate; and

= Positively affect public policy to
improve our quality of life with justice
for all.

The Green Party has a platform that
our country and our planet needs—from
justice and peace at home and abroad, to
bringing about universal access to health
care; from enacting living wages and
addressing climate change, to defending
and expanding our civil rights, civil
liberties, and more.

For more information: <www.
runcynthiarun.org>

KENT MESPLAY

“I run to improve our political system, to
help define, popularize and support the
Green Party, to be an advocate for changes
to our culture that will help us survive
adversity”.

Background

Kent Mesplay has participated in the
most Green Party presidential debates
and forums (15), has been registered
Green since 1995, is active at the national
and local levels and is an advocate
of emergency preparedness through
sustainable design, ending the war in Iraq
and reforming electoral politics in our
country. He is also a “smog cop” enforcing
air quality regulations and viewing global
climate change as a public safety issue.
Additionally, he is a trained emergency
shelter manager for the county of San
Diego.

O Keep me informed! Add my email address to the Announcements email list.

Last

Statement

I run to promote our basic security
and independence through sustainable
design. We must rapidly transform society
for better use of water, food and energy.

I want renewable energy, LEED building
standards, local organic produce and
improved health care.

Electoral reform is critical to inspire
confidence in voting. I encourage
Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) and other
improvements to politics for fairer
representation.

It’s important to end the war in
Iraq and to take a leadership role
in creating conditions that lead to
diplomatic solutions. Through improved
communication and verification, the
younger generations of today can help end
war.

For more information: <www.mesplay.
org>

NO PREFERENCE

If you vote “No Preference,” you increase
the number of uncommitted delegates
the Green-Rainbow Party will send to the
Green Party’s national convention. If you
cannot decide which candidate you prefer,
then vote “No Preference.” If you believe
that February is too early to decide who our
presidential candidate should be, then vote
“No Preference.” If you believe in making
allowance for other potential Green Party
candidates, then vote “No Preference.”
Delegates who are not committed to a
candidate might increase the Party’s ability
to find the best consensus decision at the
convention.

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TODAY

It takes $3,000 to produce and mail this
newsletter.

CREEN RSO

Help Lines, continued from page 1

immediately before you cast your ballot.
Borrow someone’s mobile phone if you
don’t have one. We will have volunteers
available to help you with your voting
rights problem.

We cannot help you after you have
cast your ballot, so call our voting rights
contact numbers when you encounter a
problem voting:

Western Mass: 413-997-2108 or
508-654-8020

Worcester County: 508-654-8020

Middlesex County: 781-883-7597

Eastern Mass: 617-447-0210 or
508-654-8020

Check out <www.green-rainbow.
org/votingrights> for an updated list of
contact numbers.

FINANCIAL SUPPORTER AND MEMBERSHIP FORM

O Yes! I want to be a dues-paying financial supporter of the Green-Rainbow Party. ([ Iam renewing my dues.

O $10lowincome O $20regular O $30 family O $50 supporting O Other $
/month *

O Iam a member of the Green-Rainbow Party since [ am

IMPORTANT NOTES

By giving this donation you
acknowledge that as specified
by US federal law you are a
US citizen or a federally rec-
ognized permanent resident.

Q
A3

Donations over $100 must be
made by check or credit card.

* Due to credit card
processing fees, the
minimum monthly amount

Apt#

City
Phone

Email

CC#**

State

for sustainers is $10.

** Credit card billing

Zip

infFarmmatinm marrat maat~h
111101 111ati0ql 11Ut iawCii

name and address.

Exp

Signature

> If your total contribution

Date

Occupation™

Fill out form and mail to: Green-Rainbow Party,
PO Box 440353 Somerville MA 02144-0004.

is more than $200 in a

year, federal law requires
us to furnish this

Employer**

Make checks payable to: Green-Rainbow Party Federal Fund.
All contributions go towards building the Green-Rainbow Party!

information.



